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Tuesday 14th June 2011
UNIVERSITY PRICE NOT RIGHT FOR PARENTS
 
Britain’s middle income parents of children aged 11-18 years old have changed their education aspirations for their child with many saying university doesn’t provide the best return on investment according to research for VQ Day.
 
The research, commissioned by independent education foundation Edge as part of its campaign to raise the status of vocational education, identifies that over half of middle income parents (51 per cent) can no longer afford to send their child to university with 31 per cent claiming it simply isn’t worth the investment.
 
And it’s not just because the fees mean it no longer adds up.  Nearly three fifths (57 per cent) believe a university education is less valuable than it was 10 years ago with 47 per cent claiming degrees no longer give you a head start in working life.
 
Considering alternative options for their child, more than a third of parents (37 per cent) admit they used to want their offspring to go to university but now don’t think it’s the best option.
 
Recognising the benefit of a skills-led education route instead, 38 per cent claim they believe their son or daughter may have a better chance of success with a vocational qualification.  
 
According to the findings unveiled in advance of the annual VQ Day celebration of vocational qualifications, three fifths say the more hands on experience is valuable, while 48 per cent reference the fact it means they would possess the real skills desired by employers.
 
And sharing the Government’s view that employment opportunities shouldn’t be down to who your parents know, 38 per cent of parents think the employer contacts their children would get by going down the vocational route would be invaluable.
 
Their concerns about their child’s future go beyond what education route they believe they should go down though. Many parents (83 per cent) are worried about their child’s chances of future employment and 82 per cent about their ability to earn a living wage.
 
VQ Day, which will take place on Wednesday 22 June, is led by Edge, the independent education foundation, in conjunction with the vocational qualifications community.  Now in its fourth year, it is a national celebration of vocational qualifications for students, teachers and employers and recognises the talented and skilled people in the UK who are awarded VQs. For more information visit www.vqday.org.uk
 
Lord Baker, Chairman of Edge said: “For too long, middle income parents have been blinkered to the alternative education options to university for their child.  The vocational route provides something incredibly valuable to a young person because it equips them with the skills they need to succeed in the workplace.  It’s great that parents are starting to recognise the value of a vocational education and we are looking forward to VQ Day and to taking stock of the outstanding achievements of our vocational learners.”  
ends-
 
Notes to editors
 For more information, please contact Mel Garfield, Zoe Penn or Laura Gordon on 0203 451 9400.
 
About the research
The research was undertaken online by PCP with 504 middle income parents of 11-18 year old children. Middle income was defined as having a household income of £15,000 to £40,000 for those living in London and £15,000 to £30,000 for those living elsewhere in the UK. The research was carried out between the 19th and 23rd of May 2011.  
 
About VQ Day
Vocational qualifications (VQs) have never been more important to the economy and the individual; they deliver the trained, talented employees businesses are crying out for and ensure young people have the skills needed to succeed in education and work.  The government is investing in vocational routes acknowledging their value, now we want everyone to come together to recognise how high quality VQs can enhance life and work chances. 
 
The fourth annual VQ Day on Wednesday 22 June 2011 will recognise the value of vocational qualifications and celebrate vocational achievement.
 
VQ Day is led by Edge the independent education foundation in conjunction with support from the vocational qualifications community including: the 157 Group, the Association of Colleges (AoC), the Association of Learning Providers (ALP), AAT, Award Scheme Development and Accreditation Network (ASDAN), City & Guilds, Colleges Wales, Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) Department for Employment and Learning (DELNI), Ealing, Hammersmith and West London College, EDI, the Federation of Awarding Bodies (FAB), the FE Reputation Strategy Group (FERSG), Hackney Community College, National Training Federation for Wales, OCR, Ofqual Northern Ireland, Pearson, Scottish Government, Skill Smart Retail, UKSkills, the Welsh Assembly Government, Westminster Kingsway College and WorldSkills among others.
 
About Edge
Edge is an independent education foundation. It is dedicated to raising the status of practical and vocational learning, so that all young people have the opportunity to achieve their potential, and the UK's future workforce is equipped with the skills to be successful in the modern economy. Edge believes that 'learning by doing' is as important as academic learning, and that there are many paths to success. For more information visit www.edge.co.uk.
