NATIONAL VQ LEARNER OF THE YEAR ANNOUNCED
Mark Farrell crowned National VQ Learner of the Year 2011
Mark Farrell, 28 from East Manchester, has been named the VQ Learner of the Year 2011 for England. Mark was selected by a panel of education experts as a stand out winner, representing the very best of the country’s vocational talent. 
Mark impressed the judges having achieved a Level 3 qualification in Logistics and Level 2 Key Skills. He used the knowledge he gained while studying to successfully streamline processes at his employer I Want One of Those.com (now part of the The Hut Group) where his efforts were deemed pivotal in saving the company £500,000.  

The VQ Learner of the Year Awards are part of VQ Day, a national celebration of the people who gain vocational qualifications. VQ Day aims to raise awareness about the benefits of vocational qualifications and training, and recognises the role that vocational learning plays in society and in the UK economy.
On receiving news of the award win, Mark Farrell said; “It is an honour and a privilege to be awarded this achievement and recognition. I never anticipated winning anything when I took on the challenge of the NVQ so to be also awarded this on top of the Lions Award gives me a great sense of pride and achievement. It makes me thankful for having the opportunity to take on an NVQ.”
Mark’s course tutor Kirk Wiseman from the North Lancs Training Group, picked up the award on Mark’s behalf from Lord Baker, chairman of Edge and John Hayes, Minister of State for Further Education, Skills and Lifelong Learning at the national VQ Day ceremony on 22 June. The event took place at Westminster Kingsway College in London and was attended by business leaders, MPs and other VIPs from the education community. 

Peter Mitchell, interim CEO at independent education foundation Edge and a member of the judging panel, added: “We are delighted to be able to reward Mark for his outstanding achievements in his course. There are many paths to success and we hope that by recognising those learners who have used their vocational qualification to achieve their goals, more people will become open to the very real benefits of vocational study.”
Colleges, learning providers and employers around the country nominated their high-flying vocational students for the VQ Learner of the Year Awards, recognising their achievements and celebrating their success.  Around 200 learners were nominated in total, with nominations judged by a panel comprising of representatives from Edge, the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills, the Association of Colleges and Westminster Kingsway College.
For more information about VQ Day and the VQ Learner of the Year Awards, please visit www.vqday.org.uk. 
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About VQ Day 

Vocational qualifications (VQs) have never been more important to the economy and the individual; they deliver the trained, talented employees businesses are crying out for and ensure young people have the skills needed to succeed in education and work.  The government is investing in vocational routes acknowledging their value, now we want everyone to come together to recognise how high quality VQs can enhance life and work chances.  

The fourth annual VQ Day on 22 June 2011 will recognise the value of vocational qualifications and celebrate vocational achievement.

VQ Day is led by Edge the independent education foundation in conjunction with support from the vocational qualifications community including: the 157 Group, the Association of Colleges (AoC), the Association of Learning Providers (ALP), AAT, Award Scheme Development and Accreditation Network (ASDAN), City & Guilds, Colleges Wales, Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) Department for Employment and Learning (DELNI), Ealing, Hammersmith and West London College, EDI, the Federation of Awarding Bodies (FAB), the FE Reputation Strategy Group (FERSG), Hackney Community College, National Training Federation for Wales, OCR, Ofqual Northern Ireland, Pearson, Scottish Government, Skill Smart Retail, UKSkills, the Welsh Assembly Government, Westminster Kingsway College and WorldSkills among others.

About Edge

Edge is an independent education foundation. It is dedicated to raising the status of practical and vocational learning, so that all young people have the opportunity to achieve their potential, and the UK's future workforce is equipped with the skills to be successful in the modern economy. Edge believes that 'learning by doing' is as important as academic learning, and that there are many paths to success. For more information visit www.edge.co.uk.
