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Skills Minister joins VQ Day celebration at top London college
 

To mark VQ Day 2011, a celebration of vocational qualifications and achievement, Minister for Skills, Further Education and Life Long Learning John Hayes MP attended an event at Westminster Kingsway College on Wednesday. He was joined by educationalists, employers and MPs including David Blunkett. Guests were treated to displays from students from across the country who showcased their vocational talents.  

The event also saw former Education Secretary and Chairman of Edge Lord Kenneth Baker recognise this year’s regional VQ Learner of the Year Award winners and he announced the national winner for 2011, Mark Farrell from the North West.

Highlights of the national VQ Day event included fantastic performances from the Gable Hall School choir and a barbershop quartet from Blackpool Sixth Form College. Exhibits and demonstrations came courtesy of Skills to Shine, WorldSkills London 2011 who hosted an interactive Have a Go zone which allowed guests to try their hand at painting, stonemasonry and floristry skills and Coleg Morgannwg who showcased their innovative costume construction course.  Catering was provided by students from Westminster Kingsway College. 
John Hayes MP has since announced that the government has exceeded its plan to deliver 50,000 extra apprenticeship places, a sure sign that vocational qualifications are increasingly becoming a vital part of education and society.

Attached are some images from the event, if you would like more information do give the VQ Day team a call on 020 3451 9498.
VQ Day is lead by the independent education foundation, Edge. 
ends-
  
About VQ Day
Vocational qualifications (VQs) have never been more important to the economy and the individual; they deliver the trained, talented employees businesses are crying out for and ensure young people have the skills needed to succeed in education and work.  The government is investing in vocational routes acknowledging their value, now we want everyone to come together to recognise how high quality VQs can enhance life and work chances. 
 
The fourth annual VQ Day on Wednesday 22 June 2011 will recognise the value of vocational qualifications and celebrate vocational achievement.
 
VQ Day is led by Edge the independent education foundation in conjunction with support from the vocational qualifications community including: the 157 Group, the Association of Colleges (AoC), the Association of Learning Providers (ALP), AAT, Award Scheme Development and Accreditation Network (ASDAN), City & Guilds, Colleges Wales, Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) Department for Employment and Learning (DELNI), Ealing, Hammersmith and West London College, EDI, the Federation of Awarding Bodies (FAB), the FE Reputation Strategy Group (FERSG), Hackney Community College, National Training Federation for Wales, OCR, Ofqual Northern Ireland, Pearson, Scottish Government, Skill Smart Retail, UKSkills, the Welsh Assembly Government, Westminster Kingsway College and WorldSkills among others.
 
About Edge
Edge is an independent education foundation. It is dedicated to raising the status of practical and vocational learning, so that all young people have the opportunity to achieve their potential, and the UK's future workforce is equipped with the skills to be successful in the modern economy. Edge believes that 'learning by doing' is as important as academic learning, and that there are many paths to success. For more information visit www.edge.co.uk.
About Westminster Kingsway College
Westminster Kingsway College offers a wide range of full-time and part-time courses giving students the opportunity to gain vocational, professional and academic qualifications at different levels. The College is one of the largest colleges in central London with Centres in Camden and Westminster. It has about 14,000 students across all age ranges, offering academic, vocational and professional qualifications to young people and adults. For info click www.westking.ac.uk, facebook.com/westminsterkingsway and twitter.com/westking. 

