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VQ ENTREPRENEURS SET TO SOAR

Vocational education is breeding Britain’s next top entrepreneurs as research shows more than 335,000 who are aged 25-35 years old with a Vocational Qualification level 2/3 (VQ), plan to start their own business in the next five years. 

The research, released today for VQ Day, reveals many of this ambitious cohort who are interested in starting their own business believe they have a business idea worthy of Dragon’s Den – 19 per cent say their concept is original or fills a gap in the current market. 

Already demonstrating their leadership abilities, seven per cent of these Level 2 and 3 vocationally educated 25-35 year olds already own their own business or are managing directors and partners.   

And music to the Government’s ears, despite the current economic environment many of these young Britons believe their career is on track. More than a third (35 per cent) claim it is either where they want it to be or beyond where they expected it to be at their age.   

Knowing what they wanted to do from a young age and undertaking a relevant course has certainly helped their career progression. Three quarters (77 per cent) say there is a link between the qualification they have and their current job with a quarter (26 per cent) saying they have been essential. 

As a result, 61 per cent of people with a preferred career are either working towards it or in that profession. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The research, which explored the current status and ambitions of young Britons with a VQ level 2/3, found 66 per cent were satisfied with their job.

Lord Baker, Chairman of Edge, who commissioned the study for VQ Day said: “A vocational education provides the blueprint that has shaped some of the past and will shape some of the future great entrepreneurs of Britain. As this research shows, having a VQ to your name is something that stands you in good stead whatever your career path. Many of this year’s VQ Day Award finalists have already shown they are ‘ones to watch’, having used their VQs to set up their own businesses.  Today, as we celebrate their achievements, we are excited to see how VQs will continue to evolve and be pivotal in helping thousands more enter and succeed in the work place."

VQ Day, which takes place today, Wednesday 22 June, is led by Edge, the independent education foundation, in conjunction with the vocational qualifications community.  Now in its fourth year, it is a national celebration of vocational qualifications for students, teachers and employers and recognises the talented and skilled people in the UK who are awarded VQs. For more information visit www.vqday.org.uk 
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Notes to editors

For more information, please contact Mel Garfield, Zoe Penn or Laura Gordon on 0203 451 9400.

About the research
The research was carried out online by YouGov among 1,315 working adults aged 25-35 years old between 6th to 16th May 2011.  In total 634 working people with vocational qualifications level 2 or 3 were surveyed. The data is weighted by age of those with relevant qualifications based on figures from the Labour Force Survey 2009.

About VQ Day 
Vocational qualifications (VQs) have never been more important to the economy and the individual; they deliver the trained, talented employees businesses are crying out for and ensure young people have the skills needed to succeed in education and work.  The government is investing in vocational routes acknowledging their value, now we want everyone to come together to recognise how high quality VQs can enhance life and work chances.  

The fourth annual VQ Day on 22 June 2011 will recognise the value of vocational qualifications and celebrate vocational achievement.

VQ Day is led by Edge the independent education foundation in conjunction with support from the vocational qualifications community including: the 157 Group, the Association of Colleges (AoC), the Association of Learning Providers (ALP), AAT, Award Scheme Development and Accreditation Network (ASDAN), City & Guilds, Colleges Wales, Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) Department for Employment and Learning (DELNI), Ealing, Hammersmith and West London College, EDI, the Federation of Awarding Bodies (FAB), the FE Reputation Strategy Group (FERSG), Hackney Community College, National Training Federation for Wales, OCR, Ofqual Northern Ireland, Pearson, Scottish Government, Skill Smart Retail, UKSkills, the Welsh Assembly Government, Westminster Kingsway College and WorldSkills among others.

About Edge
Edge is an independent education foundation. It is dedicated to raising the status of practical and vocational learning, so that all young people have the opportunity to achieve their potential, and the UK's future workforce is equipped with the skills to be successful in the modern economy. Edge believes that 'learning by doing' is as important as academic learning, and that there are many paths to success. For more information visit www.edge.co.uk.
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