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PRESS RELEASE								08 April 2011

EDGE FOUNDATION APPOINT JAN HODGES AS NEW CEO

Jan Hodges has been appointed Chief Executive Officer (CEO) for Edge Foundation and she will be joining in July 2011. Peter Mitchell currently interim CEO will be assuming the role of Chief Executive of the Baker Dearing Educational Trust.
On being appointed as CEO for Edge Jan Hodges said;
“Having championed the importance and benefits of high quality vocational education and training throughout my career, I am really looking forward to this new opportunity and challenge at the head of an organisation which is dedicated to doing just that”. 
Jan Hodges has been Principal and Chief Executive of South Essex College of Further and Higher Education [footnoteRef:1] since 2002 following 25 years of experience in the education field, firstly as a teacher in secondary schools abroad and in the UK and then as a lecturer and manager in Further Education. She also heads up The NOVA Partnership consortium for Apprenticeships and Skills.  A graduate of the University of Sussex with an MA in Education and an MBA.   [1:  (formerly South East Essex College of Arts and Technology prior to the merger with Thurrock & Basildon College on 1st January 2010)] 

Lord Kenneth Baker, Chairman of Edge comments;
[bookmark: _GoBack]“We are delighted to welcome Jan Hodges to Edge during what is proving a very interesting time for the organisation. Her wealth of experience in education and her dynamic approach will lead Edge in a new and exciting direction.”
Under Jan Hodge’s leadership Edge will continue to raise the status of practical, technical and vocational learning.
Note to editors;
Edge is an independent education foundation. It is dedicated to raising the status of practical, technical and vocational learning, so that all young people have the opportunity to achieve their potential, and the UK’s future workforce is equipped with the skills to be successful in the modern economy. Edge believes that ‘learning by doing’ should be valued equally with academic learning, and that there are many paths to success. Visit more information visit www.edge.co.uk .
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