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12th May 2011

Edge welcomes Government Response to Wolf Review on Education
[bookmark: _GoBack]Peter Mitchell, interim Chief Executive of Edge has welcomed the Government Response to the Wolf Review.
He said: “We agree that vocational education is an essential part of a broad curriculum, and that it provides invaluable opportunities for young people to develop their potential.  This message has been key to our own campaigning for a number of years.
In our own Six Steps to Change Manifesto, we argued that at 14 all students, in addition to continuing a broad curriculum, including English, maths and science, would be supported in choosing a pathway matched to their interest and abilities, each with a different balance of theoretical and practical learning.
Edge also welcomes the Government’s support for the creation of University Technical Colleges, which offer 14-19 year olds the opportunity to take a highly regarded, full time, technically-orientated course of study, backed by employers and sponsored by a University. 
Confirmation of the Government’s acceptance of the recommendation that schools be free to appoint the right teachers to deliver the appropriate curriculum for their pupils is to be welcomed. We agree that those holding Qualified Teacher, Learning and Skills (QTLS) status should be allowed to teach in schools, as well as further education colleges.

These are changes Edge has called for over the last three years, and we’re delighted that the Government are giving their backing to them.”

					-ENDS-


Notes to editors

About Edge
Edge is an independent education foundation. It is dedicated to raising the status of practical and vocational learning, so that all young people have the opportunity to achieve their potential, and the UK's future workforce is equipped with the skills to be successful in the modern economy. Edge believes that 'learning by doing' is as important as academic learning, and that there are many paths to success. For more information visit www.edge.co.uk.
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