
Learning from assessment practices 

across the world

Prof Bill Lucas, University of Winchester

Co-Chair, PISA 2021(2) Creative Thinking Test

@LucasLearn







Assessment in English schools - a timeline
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What’s in a word?

achievement, attainment, assessment, baccalaureate, 
badge, balanced score-card, competition, diploma, 
evidence, exam, exhibition, expedition, feedback, 
interview, observation, passport, performance,
portfolio, presentation, profile, project, publication, 
qualification, score, score-card, task, test, transcript, 
viva…

achieve, attain, assess, curate, display, evidence, 

examine, measure, present, qualify, score, test, 

track development of…



Knowledge + 

Skills + 

Capabilities 

(Competencies 

and Character)



Currently assessed

GCSE/A level 

(BTEC/T etc)

A focus on 16-19 today

Of this, what would we 

like to assess?

Is there evidence it can be 

reliably assessed?

Unintended consequences?

Of this, what actually 

needs to be assessed?

How best assessed?

Unintended consequences?

Currently not 

assessed

Competencies/ 

Character









KIPP Schools

VIA Institute on 

Character





• Portfolio development

• Passage presentations

• Real world products

• Presentations to employers



PISA Creative Thinking 2021







https://tallishabits.herokuapp.com/flock


New Pedagogies for Deeper Learning

















2021-2023 A unique opportunity to start 

building a better and fairer 

assessment system in England
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