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Reflecting on our
community

Session objectives:

Students understand what can make up their community, whether that's their local town or district, or a
community of people with specific needs or interests

Students consider the history and culture of their local community
Students can identify places and groups that make up their local area

Students develop initial ideas of what their community might need

Time Activity description

5mins | Djscussion: What is a community?

Remind the group that there are lots of different interpretations of what a community is. A community
can be made up of people living in a particular area, or who share similar interests, characteristics,
beliefs, or backgrounds. Communities often share a common background or purpose that helps form
their identity.

Ask students to think about what they see as their community. Ask for volunteers to share their answers.

15mins | Discussion: Our community

Resources: Flipchart paper and pens

Ask students to now think about their shared community, particularly focusing on the local area. Explain
that students will be exploring what they think and know about their local area. The following questions
can help frame the discussion, with answers written on the board/flipchart paper.

How do you feel about the local area? What's your favourite thing, and what do you wish was different?
What is our local landscape like? How does this impact on the community?

Do you think there's a local cultural identity? If so, how was it formed? (Are there any local legends,
music, dance, art, or traditions?)

What is your local area known for? (This could be for a particular industry, for its history, its landscape, or
landmarks)

How has life changed over time in the local community? (For instance, do people do different jobs now?
Has a change in the local area had an impact on the community?)

Who is responsible for the community's development? (For instance, the local council, the local MP,
local residents’ groups and clubs)
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This could be adapted as a creative activity, where students create a poster or artwork full of images or
words describing their community, its history, and what theyd like their community to look like. Encourage
the group to be imaginative and creative.

Time Activity description

3omins | Activity: Community mapping
Resources: A3 paper and different colour pens, Flipchart paper Optional: computers/internet use

Explain that in this task students will be thinking about their local area, such as the local village or town.
Students will be mapping out their local area. The purpose of this task is for students to visualise the
assets in the community, thinking about what exists in the community, what's missing, and what might be
needed. Community mapping can also help to identify local organisations that we can connect with and
engage in our planning. The task can be completed as a whole group discussion (with identified leads
marking onto the map), or in smaller groups of 4 or 5 with each group developing their own map.

Encourage students to use the method that works best for them, whether that's drawing a rough map
of the community or writing down what makes up their local community. (If you have internet access,
groups could create maps online e.g. through the site Scribble Maps https:.//www.scribblemaps.com/)
Ask students to mark what exists in the local community, such as their school, parks and green spaces,
hospitals, churches, a library, a police station, community centres, sports clubs, and local charities, and
places the students use themselves.

After considering the spaces in their community, ask the group to discuss the people, associations and
groups that make up the local community. These could be formal groups, such as youth groups, faith
communities, residents’ associations, and sports clubs. There could also be groups that share interests,
such as those who care about wildlife, climate change, mental health, the arts, the environment, and
groups that share characteristics, such as different age groups.

Discuss as a group whether the existing spaces in the community cater to the different groups they've
considered:

What issues do you think our community cares about?
Are there any barriers preventing certain groups in the community accessing the different spaces?
Are there any existing spaces that could be used better or transformed, such as parks or green space?

Are there any groups who would benefit from further resources in the community? (For instance, is
there a need that isn't currently being met?)

Is there anything you think the community needs or would benefit from?

Where possible, it may be helpful to carry out internet searches to investigate whether something already
exists in the local community.

Alternatively, you could carry out a similar exercise through an ‘Our Town Walk' where students develop
a map of their community by walking around the local area. As they walk, students can write down any
questions and observations

5mins | Session re-cap
Discuss as a group:

Do you have any initial ideas of what our community might need?
Is there anything more youd like to find out about your community?
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