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Session objectives:

CHEVRON-RIGHT	�Support students to develop 2-3 possible driving questions to answer through the project 

Note for project leads:

A driving question is the overarching question which students will address through the project. The question 
should inspire students and get them excited about the project. Different types of driving questions might be 
a philosophical or debatable issue, a product, task, or problem for a group to address, or a real-world role for 
students to take action in their communities. A driving question should be a question that:

CHEVRON-RIGHT	People would ask in the ‘real world’

CHEVRON-RIGHT	�Doesn’t have a simple answer, but that students can understand, and which stretches their thinking 

CHEVRON-RIGHT	Engages students and supports their inquiry

CHEVRON-RIGHT	Has local context and/or a call to action

Sub-questions can help to frame the driving question and project. When these are developed, it’s important 
to keep in the mind the aims and objectives of the project in the project brief and bid template. 

Suggested time: 
35 minutes

Time Activity description

5 mins Introduction

CHEVRON-RIGHT	�Re-cap on what was covered in the previous session. 

CHEVRON-RIGHT	�Explain that through this session the group will be developing ideas for their driving question, which 
will be the central question or challenge that they’ll be addressing through the project. 
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Time Activity description

25 mins Discussion: Developing our driving question 

Resources: A3 paper and pens

Explain that the group will be considering what they’d like to find out more about through the challenge, 
which will complement their work around the project vision. Remind the group of the shortlist of ideas 
that they’ve considered so far. Place the names of each topics on different tables, and encourage 
students to go to the topic that they’re most interested in.

Ask students to put the topic name on the centre of a piece of A3 paper. On the paper, the smaller group 
should write out down all the questions they have about the topic. What do they already know, and what 
are the gaps in their knowledge? What are they interested in finding out more about? What is the overall 
question they want to address, or problem they want to solve? 

For instance, if one of the groups is interested in the environment, the overarching question might be 
‘How can our town reduce its carbon footprint?’, with sub-questions around ‘What action is the community 
already taking on this?’ and ‘What are the most impactful actions we can take to reduce our carbon 
footprint?’

Emphasise that the focus is not on gathering the answers but identifying the right questions that they 
can address through the project. 

Ask students to number their questions in order of importance. Come together as a group to discuss the 
number 1 questions, writing all the different examples on a whiteboard, followed by the second priority 
questions. Continue the process and decide as a group what the priority questions are, and what any 
sub-questions might be. (There may be different lists for different options). 

As you’re reviewing the responses, ensure that the suggested driving questions are:

CHEVRON-RIGHT	�Focused on a central problem or question, at the appropriate level of challenge

CHEVRON-RIGHT	�Open-ended; it will allow students to develop more than one reasonable answer

CHEVRON-RIGHT	�Understandable and inspiring to students

5 mins CHEVRON-RIGHT	�Write up the project driving questions to return to in future sessions

CHEVRON-RIGHT	�Explain what to expect in the next session
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