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Making Education Relevant www.edge.co.uk

Suggested time: 
50 minutes

Session objectives:

CHEVRON-RIGHT	�Students review their community consultations 

CHEVRON-RIGHT	�Students understand different types of primary and secondary research

CHEVRON-RIGHT	�Students decide on any further research they need to carry out for their final idea(s)

Time Activity description

15 mins Discussion: Community consultation review

Ask the groups to reflect on their community consultation. How did they find the experience? 
Gather the data from the consultation. For example, if they completed questionnaires or interviews 
following the previous session, you could discuss:

CHEVRON-RIGHT	 How many people were you able to question?

CHEVRON-RIGHT	 �What were the key findings? What did community members like or want to change about  
the community?

CHEVRON-RIGHT	 �Are there any clear recommendations of that the community needs to help address the  
chosen topic(s)?

CHEVRON-RIGHT	 �Were there any recommendations of solutions, or organisations you could speak to?  
(See guide on speaking with employers and community organisations). 

CHEVRON-RIGHT	 �If the group is considering multiple issues, has the community consultation helped you to narrow 
down ideas? 

CHEVRON-RIGHT	 �Have we learnt anything new about the issue(s)? How can we act on this information?

CHEVRON-RIGHT	 �Are there any further stakeholders that we would like to consult?  

Ensure someone (possibly the project lead) compiles the community consultation responses,  
to be included in the final submission.
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Time Activity description

20 mins Possible activity: Gallery walk 
At this stage, it could be helpful for students to repeat the gallery walk exercise to narrow down their 
ideas, which might include new suggestions that have come up through the community consultation.  

If the group has already decided on their final idea, they can move ahead to further research  
(guidance below). 

Ask students to write on a separate piece of paper for each idea they’ve come up with. Each member  
of the group should then vote on one favourite idea, writing the following next to their initials:

CHEVRON-RIGHT	 1 reason why they have chosen the topic

CHEVRON-RIGHT	 1 thing they’d like to find more about on the issue

CHEVRON-RIGHT	 1 potential solution to address the issue

Teams should discuss the comments on the document to finalise their chosen issue. Ensure everyone 
has the chance to have their say, and that the team agree on their final idea. Ask the groups to consider  
if the focus areas are realistic or specific enough. 

Alternative/additional exercise: Divide the group up according to the number of issues that have received 
the most interest. Ask students to choose the topic they’re most interested in. Give time to each group to 
prepare for a short debate or pitch, where they present the case for their topic for 2-3 minutes. After each 
presentation, other groups can respond with counter arguments for one minute. After the debate, review  
the topics and decide as a group how to narrow down to the final topic. 

Groups may choose to find alternative ways of deciding their final ideas, such as a vote in a school 
assembly, or through a meeting with the community members they’ve spoken to. 

20 mins Discussion: Planning further research 

Resources: Pens and paper.  

Remind students that as part of the project they need to provide evidence of what the community lacks 
or needs. Explain that research might help us to emphasise the severity of an issue, and why it’s so 
important to address for the community. 

Explain that through their community consultations the group have already gathered their own primary 
research. Another type of primary research would be interviews with connected organisations. Invite 
students to reflect on types of secondary research (existing information and data) that they could use. 
Ask students to discuss in pairs before feeding back to the wider group.

Examples include:

CHEVRON-RIGHT	 Textbooks

CHEVRON-RIGHT	 Newspapers (national and local)

CHEVRON-RIGHT	 Articles

CHEVRON-RIGHT	 Existing surveys

CHEVRON-RIGHT	 Databases

CHEVRON-RIGHT	 Articles or research written by academics or organisations connected to the issue.

CHEVRON-RIGHT	 Reports, for instance written by charities or governmental organisations

CHEVRON-RIGHT	 Internet searches 
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Discuss as a group what they might need to consider when using secondary research. What kind of 
research is best for making a strong case? How can they ensure the data is reliable? For example, 
explain the possibility of bias when quoting a certain newspaper. If a newspaper is quoting a survey 
or piece of research, try to find the original source. This ensures that you have the original data, rather 
than a journalist’s interpretation of the data.

Invite students to consider what research they’d like to carry out, and to decide how they will divide 
this up. Allow additional time for students to complete independent research, and for the group to 
review the research together. 

Time Activity description

5 mins Activity: Reflection

Invite students to reflect on project progress so far. How is everyone feeling about the project? Do we 
need to make any changes to the group vision statement and driving question?
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