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Educational assessment
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exams

‘formal’ assessment
involves scoring/marking

output: a grade or mark

is it valid? Is it fair?

‘informal’ assessment

not necessary to score or mark

output: useful feedback

does it work (to improve learning)?

a process in which  ‘evidence of [leaners’] 
performance or attainment is elicited, 
interpreted, and acted on in some way’

(Dylan William, Paul Black)

Teachers are doing educational assessment 
all the time

Why is it effective?

…because it’s based on an understanding of 
how students learn

Digital tools, used well, can support informal assessment (to help students learn), as well as formal 
assessment (to certify what they’ve learnt)



1. Digital interfaces

2. Accessibility and 

inclusiveness

3. AI used wisely

4. Edtech based on 

Ed

5. Assessment  

numbers
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Exam components as well as classroom tools

Task generation; marking; feedback

New ways to make assessments work for all

New ways for assessment to support learning
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